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US nuclear weapons removed from USAF / RAF Lakenheath�
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Russia reacts to US missile defence plans by announcing 
plans to upgrade its nuclear weapons systems 

O ver the summer, the United States 
has withdrawn its 110 nuclear 

weapons from the RAF Lakenheath air 
base in Suffolk, 70 miles northeast of 
London, marking the end to more than 
50 years of US nuclear weapons 
deployment to the United Kingdom since 
the first nuclear bombs arrived in 
September 1954. 
 
The withdrawal, which has not been 
officially announced but confirmed by 
several sources, follows the withdrawal 
of nuclear weapons from Ramstein Air 
Base in Germany in 2005 and Greece in 
2001. The removal of nuclear weapons 
from three bases in two NATO countries 
in less than a decade undercuts the 
argument for continuing deployment in 
other European countries. 
 
US nuclear weapons are still located at 
6 bases in Europe: Italy (2 bases), 
Turkey, Belgium, Germany and Holland. 
It is estimated that there are between 

150 and 240 of the American B61 
nuclear bombs lef t in Europe. 
Throughout the Cold War period there 
were thousands—in the 1970s, there 
were over 6000. 
 
However, the US and NATO seem set 
to increase the nuclear presence rather 
than to decrease it, and George W Bush 
keeps pushing ahead regardless with 
his Missile Defence plans. US 
determination to site missile defence 
facilities in eastern Europe is sparking a 
new nuclear arms race. 
 
Mr Medvedev, the Russian President, 
recently announced plans upgrade 
Russia’s nuclear systems including new 
nuclear submarines and a system of 
aerospace defence. Mr Medvedev, the 
Russian President, said that the new 
systems were necessary in response to 
US plans to site missile defence 
facilities in Poland and the Czech 

(Continued on page 2) 
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More on Russia’s announcement that it plans to upgrade its nuclear weapons systems 

(Continued from page 1) 

Republic. The US has pressed ahead 
rapidly with these bases over the past few 
weeks in spite of majority popular 
opposition in those countries and clearly 
expressed Russian concern. 
 
These alarming announcements are part of 
a spiralling build-up of new nuclear 
weaponry which includes the British 
Government’s decision in March of last year 
to replace the Trident nuclear weapons 
system. The French Government recently 
announced a new missile programme and 
the US administration seeks to pursue 
similar developments although it is currently 
held back by Congressional opposition. 
 
Kate Hudson, Chair of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, said: "CND has 
warned for some years that the US Missile 
Defence system would provoke a new 
nuclear arms race. Sadly, this is now shown 
to be true. Missile Defence is seen by 
Russia and others as undermining the 
strategic balance between the nuclear-
armed powers, thus restarting the cat and 

mouse game between rival nuclear forces. 
Coming shortly after the recent conflict in 
Georgia, this will only further increase 
tensions between Russia and the West.” 
 
She continued: "No one wants a return to 
the Cold War and the threat of nuclear 
annihilation. Existing stockpiles are sufficient 
to destroy the world many times over. 
Russia has a role to play, as a major 
economic power and significant energy 
producer, in helping to resolve the world’s 
great problems. Working together to address 
climate change would be a better use of all 
nations’ time and resources rather than 
pouring them down the drain of nuclear 
weapons production." 
 
CND held an anti-NATO demonstration 
outside the Labour Party Conference in 
Manchester, and the following day joined 
together with the Stop the War Coalition and 
the British Muslim Initiative in a joint demo. 
Thousands of people marched through the 
city, calling for troops to withdraw from Iraq 
and Afghanistan and for an end to a foreign 
policy that risks spreading war. 
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Exhibition in Exeter Central Library 26—30 August 

D uring the last week of August Exeter 
Central Library hosted an exhibition 

illustrating fifty years of campaigning by 
CND. It took the form of three large 
display banners made up for CND by a 
grant from the Nuclear Education Trust (a 
recently registered charity) and the LSE 
Annual Fund, using photographs and facts 
from CND archives, which are stored in 
the London School of Economics. 
 
CND has been depositing its core 
administrative papers with the LSE 
archives since 1971. The new exhibition is 
travelling around the country. 
 
You can see the images used and read 
the background on the LSE website at the 
following address: 

http:/ /www.lse.ac.uk/ l ibrary/archive/
projects/cnd_project.htm 
 
In the summer of 2005, as part of the 60-
year Hiroshima-Nagasaki commemorations 
we arranged to show an exhibition of images 
from the Hiroshima Peace Memorial and the 
Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum there, that 
had previously been on display in London’s 
City Hall amongst other places. 
 
We're grateful to the County Council for 
continuing to make space available for 
occasional exhibitions. Some years 
ago, Exeter CND contributed to a 
change in Council policy in the face of 
objections from some quarters to what 
was seen as contentious material being 
on display in libraries. 
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Report on the High Street demo 

O n Saturday 9 August Exeter CND 
held our annual commemoration 

event for Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
Bedford Square. 
 
Around a dozen supporters helped out on 
what was a very grey and drizzly day, 
handing out leaflets and getting signatures 
to the anti-Trident petition. The plan to 
invite people to fold paper cranes for 
peace as well didn’t work out because of 
the wet weather. 
 
This was the first public outing for our new 
display stands and we had a good 
reception from passers-by. The Express & 
Echo photographer took some photos, and 
a large picture appeared in the paper on 
the Monday afterwards. 

�0�)�!��!����3��!�
Saturday 6 September 

E xeter CND had a stall at the annual 
Exeter Green Fair on Saturday 6 

September in the gardens of the Bishop’s 
Palace at Palace Gate. 
 
We joined diverse local campaigning and 
environmental groups, from the Green 
Party to the League Against Cruel Sports, 
Buddhist and Humanist groups, Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign, Book Cycle, organic 
food producers and many others. 
 

Despite the weather, the fair was busy 
throughout the day, and we had a steady 
flow of people at our stall. The rain came 
and went all day from lunchtime onwards, 
which has resolved us to look into buying 
a stowaway gazebo for future events. 
 
Many thanks to Caroline Sheehan and 
Terry Timlett for organising the stall and 
John Richardson-Dawes for helping staff 
it. We didn’t take lots of money, but we 
covered our costs. 

Photo: Tom Milburn Photo: Tom Milburn 

Photo: Express & Echo 
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Update on issues affecting the Peace Shop 

A s many you will know, Exeter CND 
has operated the Peace Shop (from 

several premises) for over 20 years. 
Staffed entirely by volunteers, filling the 
volunteer rota continues to be a 
challenge and at its last meeting ECND 
Council discussed, not only this, but also 
ways of better promoting our shop. 
 
It is and always has been a centre for 
disseminating information as well as sales 
of campaigning material. Amongst other 
things, in the near future we hope to see 
posters going up at sympathetic 
establishments around town, some of 
which will involve reciprocal advertising— 
space permitting—within our shop. 
 
We will also be seeking more outlets for 
the ECND newsletter. We debated inviting 
other sympathetic groups to help run the 
shop in return for space for material. And 
on the subject of space, a working party 
has fixed the afternoon of 12 October for 

tidying the large quantity of materials 
accumulated over many years. Much of 
this of course is of historical interest.  
 
At the end of September, the metal grille 
that protects the front of the shop was 
damaged overnight and wrenched from its 
hinges. We are currently working with the 
landlord of the premises to arrange for it to 
be repaired. 
 

SHOP HELPERS 
NEEDED 

 

Ray Hainton has left the area which 
leaves us with vacancies on the shop rota 
on Wednesdays from 2pm—5pm, and 
Fridays from 11am—2pm. Days can be 
swapped around with other shop 
volunteers to suit. If you are able to help in 
any way, please ring Gillian Harbord on 
01392 256878. 

For a briefing pack, send your contact details to: 
Trident Ploughshares (ML), 15 Zion House, 

Jubilee Street, LONDON E1 3EN 

For a briefing pack, send your contact details to: 
Trident Ploughshares (ML), 15 Zion House, 

Jubilee Street, LONDON E1 3EN 
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PLYMOUTH CND 

Secretary: Michal Lovejoy, Glynn House, 
Calstock PL18 9QY, tel. 01822 832815. 
 

PLYMOUTH NUCLEAR-FREE COALITION 
Secretary: Tony Staunton tel. 07803 620390; 
email: plymouthnfc@aol.com 
 

www.nuclearplymouth.unveiled.info  
 

TAUNTON PEACE GROUP 
For information please contact Peter 
Stevenson tel. 01643 851357. 

 
TAVISTOCK PEACE ACTION GROUP 

Meets 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at 
the Friends Meeting House. Also has a stall 
1st Saturday of the month in Bedford Square, 
Tavistock. Contact: Geri Laithwaite tel. 01822 
617457 / Margaret Quinn tel. 01822 617680 / 
Martin Mowforth tel. 01822 617504.  

 
TOTNES PEACE GROUP 

Hold a Peace Vigil every Saturday from 
11–11.30am outside St Mary’s Church. 
Contact Lilian Brown tel. 01803 865523. 
 

TOTNES TRUTH MOVEMENT 
Contact: Steve Hopwood tel. 01364 
654150 / Ian Crane tel. 01803 762738. 

 
Remember to keep us informed of your 
local news and events, so that we can 
let everyone else in the region know! 

BARNSTAPLE  
Contact: Ricky Knight, 1 Taw View 
Terrace, Bishops Tawton, Barnstaple 
EX32 0AW; tel. 01271 371732; email: 
riknlan@tinyworld.co.uk 

 
CREDITON STOP THE WAR CAMPAIGN 

Contact: Linda Lever tel. 01363 777624; 
email: lindaml@eclipse.co.uk; Laura 
Conyngham tel. 01363 773000; email: 
laurac@eclipse.co.uk 

 
EXMOUTH & DISTRICT PEACE GROUP 

Contact: Maureen Loman tel. 01395 274324. 
 

KINGSBRIDGE PEACE GROUP 
Have regular meetings on the last Friday of 
the month at 7.30pm at the Friends’ 
Meeting House. Contact: Judith Guard tel. 
01548 853615 / 853797 (day). 

 
MINEHEAD & DISTRICT PEACE GROUP 

Meets from time to time at the Hobby 
Horse pub on the esplanade in Minehead. 
Also campaigns in Minehead High Street 
against Trident. Contact: Peter Stevenson 
tel. 01643 851357. 

 
PENZANCE PEACE GROUP 

Have a stall on Saturdays at 
Causewayhead between 11am - 1pm, 
with a Peace Vigil from 12noon - 1pm. 
Contact: Peter le Mare tel. 01736 787056 
(West Cornwall area); tel. 01637 878394 / 
01872 501462. 
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Re-launch meeting Sunday 12 October 2008 

T he Plymouth Nuclear Free Coalition 
(PNFC), which was founded in 2002, will 

be holding a re-launch meeting on Sunday 
12 October 2008 at the Unitarian Church hall 
in Notte Street, Plymouth, at 2pm. 
 
The PNFC is comprised of local groups and 
individuals that are committed to local, 
national and global issues concerning health 
and safety, nuclear disarmament and 
addressing the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT) regarding the illegality of nuclear 
weapons of mass destruction. All groups and 
individuals dedicated to working mutually 
together on these issues are welcome to 
attend the PNFC meetings and join in with its 
activities and to contribute ideas. 
 
For more details regarding this re-launch 
meeting please contact Sandra Leslie on 
01752 670050. 



Newsletter Editor: Tom Milburn. Produced by Tom Milburn and John Richardson-Dawes. 
Published by Exeter CND, 31 New Bridge Street, Exet er EX4 3AH. 

Telephone 01392 431447. Email exetercnd@amserve.net 

Opening 
Hours: 

 

Tues-Sat 
 

11am-5pm  

$%���8� � &���� ��	'�	 �(� � � ������ ���	 �
����� ��

� �

RAY HAINTON 
Ray has asked me to let you know that she is settling in well 
to her new home and the move hasn’t been too traumatic. 
She is already getting involved with the local Quaker and 
CND groups. She asked me to let you know her new address: 
 

1 The Green, Kingsthorpe Village, Northampton, NN2 6QD 

EXETER CND OFFICERS 
 

CHAIR / SECRETARY 
Tom Milburn 
16 Kendall Close 
Blackboy Road 
Exeter EX1 1SA 
Tel: 01392 214671 
Mobile: 07779 035476 
tommilburn@yahoo.com 
 

TREASURER 
Paul Chant 
42 St David’s Hill 
Exeter 
Tel: 01392 496653 
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
Hazel Harvey 
53 Thornton Hill 
Exeter 
Tel: 01392 254068 
 

PRESS OFFICER 
Clayton Trapp 
22 Myrtle Road 
Exeter EX4 1QA 
Tel: 01392 490703 
claytononboard@yahoo.com 

October November 
6 8pm ECND Council @ 31 New Bridge Street 

All members welcome 
3 8pm ECND Council @ 31 New Bridge Street 

All members welcome 

18 
to 
19 

CND Annual Conference, Westminster 
University, London. To register as an 
individual delegate contact CND national 
office by 10 October (observer status only 
after that date) contact details below 

7 7.15pm @ Mint Methodist Church, Fore 
Street Exeter. Martin Nicholls fundraising 
concert, organised by Exeter—Hebron 
Twinning Association. Tickets on sale in 
the Peace Shop. 

27 October  
Big Blockade, AWE Aldermaston. See advert on page 4 inside for more details 

CAMPAIGN  FOR NUCLEAR  DISARMAMENT , 162 HOLLOWAY  ROAD, LONDON N7  8DQ. 
TELEPHONE: 020 7700 2393 / EMAIL: enquiries@cnduk.org  / WEBSITE: www.cnduk.org 


